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Of New Licut, or /upernatural Illumination. 


An Extract from a Treatife of the reverend and learned 
Mr. Joun Witson, from which we bave already 
taken jome Paragraphs. 


ce kk 
N the foregoing Papers I have had Occafion frequently 
to deal with the Be/pick Exercitator, and to takeNotice 
of what he hath faid that feems to be of any Moment, 
fo far as concerns that Point. But whereas he is pleafed 
in the Procedure of his Difccurfe to ftep out of his W3 ay, and 
deridingly to oppofe the Doétrine of the Reformed Churches 
about the Spiriv’s Affiflance in the Interpretation of Scripture, 
as favouring of Enthufiafm ; I then waved meddling with 
that Part of his Book ; thinking it more expedient to fay 
fomething to it in an Appendix by it felf, this being a (Quef- 
tion altogether diftinét from that other of the Rule of Inter- 
pretation. 

In the fourteenth Chapter of his oft-mentioned Exercita- 
tion, he quotes feveral of our Proteffant Authors of greatName 
and Worth, giving us the Words of fome of them, and re 
ferring us for others to the cited Places. “The Drift of thei: 
feveral Difcourfes about thisPoint feems to be, thet there nerd: 
an effectual Operation of the Hoty Spinia, toenlighten Men’, 
Under flandintys, and caufe them rightly to apprebend, and readily 
to approve the Mind of Gop m Scripture. “That their Mean- 
ing may be more clearly propounded, we mult diftinguith of 
a twofold Underftanding of Scripture. ‘There is a naturad 
and merely grammatical Perception of the Truth of Scrip- 
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ture-Propofitions, which a Man, deftitute of the Spirit of 
Grace, may attain by common Affiftance in the Ufe of ordi- 
nary Means. And there is a /piritual Apprehenfion of the 
Things themfelves contairt?d im *thofe Propofitions, (which 
includes in it a hearty believing and embracing them ) that is 
not attained without the fanétifying Work of the Spirit, re- 
newing the Mind by enduing it.with an heavenly, /apernatu- 
ral Light. This I find thus exprefs’d and illuftrated by the 
late reverend Bifhop of Norwich: * ** Natural Men, /ays he, 
** have their Principles vitiated, their Faculties bound, that 
“¢ they cannot underftand fpiritual Things till Gop have as 
‘* it were implanted a new Underftanding in them, framed 
“< the Meart to attend, and fet itat Liberty to fee the Glory 
‘* of Gop with open Face. ‘Though the Veil do not keep 
“© out grammatical ConftruGion, yet it blindeth the Heart 
** againtt the {piritual Light-and Beauty of the Word. We 
«¢ fee even in common Sciences, where the Conclufions are 
<< fuitable to our innate and implanted Notions, yet he that 
‘< can diftin@ly conftrue and make Grammar of a Principle 
‘* in Euclide, may be ignorant of the mathematical Senfe and 
‘¢ Ufe of it: Much more may a Man in divine Truths be 
‘* {piritually ignorant even where in fome Refpeét he may 
** be faid to know. For the Scriptures pronounce Men fg= 
“* norant of thofe Things which they fee and know. In 
<< divine Doétrine Obedience is the Ground of Knowledge, 
«© and Holinefs the beft Qualification to underftand the Scrip- 
** tures.” To this fpiritualUnderftanding there. is Need of 
the aforefaid fupernatural Light. And this is that which (as 
tar as 1 can underftand) our Divines mean, when they affert 
the Neceflity of the Spirit’s Illumination. Thus fpeaks the 
Church of England,+ ** The Revelation of the Hot yGuost 
** infpireth the true Meaning of the Scripture into us: In 
‘* Truth we cannot without it, attain true faving Know- 
‘© ledge.’’ Yea, of this Mind was Era/mus (no Enthufiaft) 
who thus fpeaks ; {| ‘* He erreth vehemently, who believes. 
‘* he can ever attain to the true underftanding of the canoni- 
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*« cal Scriptures, unlefs he be infpired by the fame Spirit that 
«¢ indited them.’” And again; * ** They have the Book of 
«¢ Scripture, but not the Scripture, that want the Spirit ; 
¢¢ without which the Scripture is not underftood.”” And 
M. Luther + quoting a Speech of Aben-Ezra, Sine fupra °# 
infra, (i. ¢. without Points and Accents ) the Scripture ezn- 
not be underftood ; adds a third, /ine intra, without fomewhat 
within, viz. the Light of the Holy Spirit. 
Now let us hear the Judgment of the Exercitator, and his 
retended Anfwerer Welzagen about this: As for the former ; 
f s¢ Tf, fays he, the Meaning of thefe Divines were this, that 
* no Senfe of Scripture, by what Way or Method foever 
«© found out, can be fully certaifi to any, unlefs by the natu- 
¢< ral Light of our Underftanding we can clearly and dif- 
¢< tinétly perceive it, and be fully perfwaded of its Truth, 
¢« and that this clear Perception, and the Senfea Man hath 
¢< of it, be that inward Perfwafion and Teftimony of the 
¢ Spirit which they intend ; this will be granted them: But 
‘© if they mean not the natural Light of Man’s Underftand- 
‘¢ ing, or what is built upon that, but a fupernatural Light, 
¢¢ above and beyond Man’s natural Reafon, not included in 
*< the Mind, or acquired by it, but infufed and infpired from 
t above; this, fays he; we diftlaim and condemn for En- 
6¢ thufiafin.”” ‘ This is the Sum of the Cenfure thathg pafferh 
upon this Doétfiné. And Lud. Wolzogen, who pretends to 
take up the Bucklers againft him in Defence of the Prate/ant 
Caufe, inftead of vindicating the fore-cited Authors and their 
Doétrine, joins with the Exercitator in the Calumny ; as ap- 
pears undehiable by his own Words ; for thus ‘he fpeaks ; 
© § Becaufée the Holy Spirit doth indeed itil! exert fomePower 
et in the Minds of Men) therdfore fome have believed that 
© he opens theSenfe of theScriptures, and interprets them to 
¢¢ the Faithful, Which Opinion the Exercitator doth juflly 
€ ‘decr , aind determine that it Contains, meve Fpthufiafm.”’ 
Where he exptefly approves and ayplauds what the Fxercita- 
tor had faid againft the Dodtors of the reformed Churg¢hes,. 
charging them with Enthifiafm for maintaining a‘Neceflity 





® d-dh a..4-Luthercn Gen. 47. cited by Gerrard in Exeg. 
loc. com. de S. Script. c. 15. par. 336. |] Pa, Scr. Int. «. 

4. part. § Lib. we Scr. Int. p. ¥255 126: ° 
I2 at 








68 Mr. Wilfon on fupernatural Illumination. 


of a fupernatural Light for a faving Perception of the Mind 
of Gop in Scripture. And himfelf doth fo frequently ftrike 
upon this String in feveral Places of his Book, that he feems 
to defign the blemifhing and defaming of our moft eminent 
Proteftant Writers,and the Doctrine which they have affert- 
ed againtt Papi/is and Pelagians. 


SEC T. I. 

Thefe Men cannot be ignorant, that the Divines whom 
they thus impeach, have all along, in anfwer to the like Im- 
putation from Popifh and Socinian Authors, exprefly and ve- 
hemently difclaimed all Compliance with Enthufiafts, and 
that fome of them have written learnedly and fmartly againft 
that Sort of Men. They utterly difavow their expecting any 
fuch Illumination, as was given to the Prophets and Apoftles ; 
and do plainly deliver their Minds, that what they affert,doth 
not confift in difcovering any new Doétrine unrevealed in 
Scripture, but in qualifying and difpofing the Mind for a right 
underflanding and receiving that which the Scripture propounds : 
For they fuppofe {what the Scripture plainly affirms, and 
what none ever denied but Pe/agius and his Followers) that 
the Mind of Man by the Fa// is blind in the Things of Gop, 
that it cannot rightly and fuféciently, unto Salvation, difcern 
the Things of the Spirit, when prefented to it, unlefs that in- 
ward Blindnefs be removed : That the Scripture propounds 
to us the Truths we are to receive ; but the Spirit difpofeth 
us to receive them 5 which the Rev. Bifhop of Che/fer thus 
exprefleth: * ‘* The fame Spirit which revealeth the Ob- 
<« ject of Faith generally to the univerfal Church, ( viz. by 
‘* the holy Scripture, which was given by the Motion and 
«< Operation of the Spirit of Gop, as he had faid a few 
<«¢ Lines before) doth alfo illuminate the Underftanding of 
** fuch as believe, that they may receive the Truth : For 
‘* Faith is the Gift of Gon, not only in the Objeét, but alfo 
«* in the A&t’’. Anda little after concluding his Difcourfe 
on this Head, he faith, + ‘* Thus we affirm not only the 
«¢ Revelation of the Will of Gon, but alfo the Illumination 
“* of the Soul of Man, to be Part of the Office of the Holy 
** Spitit of Gop, againft the old and new Pelagians. That 
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fubjeétive Light whereby the Mind of Man is enabled to fee 
divine Truths, this all found Proteftants own to come from 
the Spirit of Gop, immediately irradiating the Mind, and 
curing that fpiritual Darknefs that poffefleth it, whereby itis 
indifpofed for underftanding fpiritual Things in a fpiritual 
Manner : But all the objeé?rve Light or Evidence that we 
have of the Mind of Gon, they acknowledge to lie in the 
Scripture itfelf. And therefore our learned Vhitaker, in his 
Conteft with the Romi/fh Doétors, make this clear and candid 
Profeffion in the Name of all the Proteftants : * Jnternas Per- 
fufiones fine externa Verba tanquam Satane@ ludibria cavemus. 
Ex Scripturis Sapimus, cum Scripturis Sentimus, propter 
Scripturas Credimus. ‘* We fhun internal Perfuafions with- 
‘* out the external Word, as the Delufions of Satan. We 
<< fetch our Wifdom from the Scriptures, we regulate our 
«* Sentiments by the Scriptures,we build our Faj th upon the 
‘* Scriptures.”’ 
SECT. H. 

But Wolzogen, ashe deals moft difingenuoufly with our 
Proteftant Divines in reporting their Doétrine, inferting 
fomewhat of his own that quite changes its Meaning, and 
fo rendering it more obnoxious to Cenfure ; fo he 
is very variable and uncertain in delivering his own Mind. 
And yet in the winding up fays as much as all that comes to, 
which he, together with the Exercitator, calls Enthufiafm. 
For he tells us, That the Spirit correé?s that Corruption of the 
Mind which hinders us from difcerning the Senfe of Scripture.--- 
And,---That be exerts bis Power about the Conjtitution of our 
Minds, (which he had acknowledged before to be cover’d 
with the Darknefs of a naturallgnorance) dy enlightening them. 
But then he fays, This is not by putting any new Light into our 
Minds, for all that foines tn the Scripture. Where he 
ftrangely confounds the objefive and fubje@ive Light, as if 
they were all one. Sure, it isnot enough for a Man’s fee- 
ing of vifible Objeéts, that there be an external Light in the 
Air, but there muft be an internal Light in the Eye ; and if 
this be loft, (as it is in the Blind) it muft be reftored, or the 
Man will never fee, though there were never fo much Light 
abouthim, Yet afterall, the aforefaid Author tells us elfe- 
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where, That the Spirit of Gon fo powerfully and efficacioufly 
affects our Minds by enlightening, exciting, moving, leading them, 
that the Darknefs of our natural Ignorance being diffipated, we 
may favingly perceive the divine Objects prefented to us in the 
Scripture. And again, --- he fays, The Eye of the Mind being 
vitiated, the Holy Spirit reftores tts Sight. And yet more, { 
grant, fays he, that in this Bufine/s the Spirit of Gop imprints 
a new Light upon our Minds, if by this be meant that he gives us 
as it were a new Faculty of receiving that Light that fines in 
the Scripture, not any new Light, (i.e. not wi new o jective 
Light) di/findt from the Scriptures. Now truly this (for any 
Thing I caf fee) is that very Do&trine of our reform’d Di- 
vines, which the Exercitator had fo boldly charged with En- 
thufiafm, and that with this Author’s Approbation. 
SECT. IV, 

But I perceive there are forme Men, (whereof the Exerci- 
tator is one) who make Account that all the Darknefs Men 
are in, even as to Matters fpiritual, is only a Want ef fuch a 
Light as fhall difcover the Object, without curing theFaculty. 
Thus Schlichtingius writing againft Adeifuerus in Defence of 
Sccinus, fays, ** Man endued withUnderftanding is no other- 
*¢ wife blind in divine Myfteries, than as he who hath Eyes, 
‘s but fits in the Dark: Retnove the Darknefs, and bring 
«< hima Light and he will fee. ‘The Eyes ofa Man are his 
«© Underftanding, the Light is Caris‘’s Doétrine.” To 
this Purpofe {peaks the Author of a late Parhphlet, || «* That 
<¢ when once the Myftery of Cxrist Jesus was revealed, 
‘* even human Reafon was able to behold and confefs it ; 
“¢ not that Grace had altered che Eye-fight of Reafon, 
«< but that. it had drawn the Obje& nearer to it.” But 
that Defect of the Mind of Man which the Scripture 
fpeaks of, is evidently an internal Darknefs ; not only a Dark- 
nefs about him, buta Darktefs within him ; which the great- 
eft external Light, without fornething elfe, will never redrefs ; 
no more than the Bringitg ofa Light into a dark Room can 
make a blind Mah ‘fee. And if it were not thus, Ifte no 
Reafon why Man fiould be courited any more blind or igno- 
rat in Reference to Matters of Heaven and Eternity, than 
in Referetice to Afts and Sciettes, and tommon Lratles, 
whieh he is wholly ata Lofsin, till the Principles of them 
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be clearly and diftin€tly propounded tohim. But lamentable 
Experience makes it abundantly manifeft, that Men of quick 
Underftanding and greateft Proficiency in thefe Matters, yet 
remain as blind as Beetles in divine Myfteries, notwithftand- 
ing all outward Means of Inftructions. The Apoftle Paul 
was train’d up in the Doétrine of the Law at the Feet of Ga- 
maliel, and very ftriét he was in the Righteoufnefs of theLaw, 
according to the underftanding that he had of it. And yet 
being deftitute of the Spirit of Grace, he tells us, that he was 
all that while without the Law, Rom. 7-9. becaufe he was 
deftitute of the true fpiritual Knowledge of it. That Di/- 
ciplinary Knowledge that he had from his Teachers, was not 
fufficient, becaufe he wanted the inward Light of the Sprrit to 
cure his Blindnefs, and remove his Prejudices. ‘This the 
Apoftle ‘Jobn calls, Giving us an Underftanding that we may 
know him that is true. 1 Joh. 5.20. And this-was promifed 
of old, when tha Lord fays by his Prophet, ‘Yer. 31. 33. @ 
wiil put my Law into their inward Parts, and write it in their 
Hearts ; which, befides an external Revelation, implies ne- 
ceflarily an internal Illumination. Moft true it is, that as 
the Light of the Body is the Eye, fo the Light of the Soul is 
Reafon : But if (as our Saviour fays) this Light which is in 
us be Darknefs, How great is that Darknefs ? Math. 6. 23. 
And that it is fo with this internal Eye, as to Matters hea- 
venly, till the Spirit of Grace enlighten it, is evident by 
Scripture and all Experience. Ephe/. 5. 8. 
SECT. V. 


But as far as I can underftand, there are two Things in the 
prefent Point that are efpecially quarrelled at : viz. That 
the Spirit’s enlightening of our Minds is affirm’d to be /uper- 
natural, and to be immediate. 1 fhall fay fomething to 
them both. 

Firff, Some are angry at our Divines for maintaining 
fuch a Thing as /upernatural Illumination. The Exercitator 
rejects all /upernatural Light asa Figment. And Velthu/ius 
(for whofe Oxthodoxy Wolzogen’s Credit lies at Stake) denies 
the Diftinétion of natural and fupernatural Light, and affirms 
peremptorily, that our Knowledge of whatfoever Objeét, 
whether natural or reveal’d, is attained by one and the fame 
internal Light,and that with him is no other than the natural 
Light of Reafon. Now if his Meaning were no more but 
this, that whatfoever Objects are prefented to us, natural or 
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fupernatural, they are all perceived by the fame natural Fa- 
culty of Reafon orUnderttanding ; I know no Man fo abfurd 
as to deny it. But if he means (as he muft if he mean any 
Thing) that our Reafon or Underftanding apprehends allOb- 
jeéts of what Kind foever, by no other inward Light but 
what is con-natural to it, needing no fupernatural Light to 
help it ; he muft pardon us, if we prefer the Authority of 
Scripture, and the Judgment of the Catholick Church before 
his Novel Conceits. Surely, when David pray’d for the 
opening of his Eyes to fee the Wonders of Gop’s Law, 
Pfal. 11g. 18. and when St. Paul pray’d that the Ephefans 
might have the Eyes of their Minds enlightened, Eph. 1. 
17, 18. they did not conceive that by the Sp1r1T’s enlight- 
ening no more was meant than the natural Light of Man’s 
Reafon: for they knew, that themfelves, and thofe they 
pray’d for, had that already, as they were rational Creatures ; 
and therefore there was no more Need to pray for that, than 
to pray that Gop would make them Men. 

But for the further clearing of this, the Word Supernatural 
may have Refpeéct either, 1. to Man’s Nature as finite, and 
fo far innocently imperfe@? ; or, 2. to Man’s Nature depraved, 
and fo /infully defeftive. If we confider Man in his firtt State, 
though his actual Knowledge was fhort of what by further 
Experience he might have attain’d ; and at the beft, had its 
Bounds from the Finitenefs of his Being ; yet I doubt not 
but he had fufficient Light connatural to his Underftanding 
for the Perception of the higheft Myfteries, whenfoever they 
fhould have been propounded to him with clear shjective Evi- 
dence. Bur it is not fo with Man fallen. The Light of 
Man’s natural Underftanding is now fo weak and din, that 
there needs a new /upervenient Light, raifing and quickening 
the Mind to a greater Perfpicacity than lapfed Nature hath, or 
can of it felf attain to for the right underftanding of fpiritaal 
Things, how plainly foever propounded. And in this Senfe 
we own and affert the faving Light of the Sprrit to be fu- 
pernatural, in that it elevates the Underftanding to fucha 
Power or Ability of knowing heavenly Myfteries, as Nature 
in its lapfed State hath not of it felf, nor can recover by its 
own greateft Induftry without the fpecial Grace of Gop. 


( The Remainder in our next. ) 





